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‘Memorials of this type raise different kinds of questions about the 
relationship between memorial ‘things’ and commemorative ‘acts’…’1 
 

 
Memorial rituals have circled the mystery of death since pre-civilisation. Engaging 
with memorial ‘things’ such as flowers may reflect the most customary ‘act’ between 
humans and objects within memorial culture. The circle is a vital symbol; death and 
life manifest themselves in revolutions. Memories recede and are then brought back 
into the field of social practice through ritual. Living Memorial: Circling Presence, 
reflects on the mnemonic command of the flower within memorial culture. The 
flower is the stimulus for the commemorative act; as the swimmers surround it, it 
becomes active, no longer an inert object. Standard memorials seek to remind 
viewers of a particular location, event or death of cultural significance; 
distinguishable from what has been termed ‘living memorials’. These memorials 
commemorate through transformation, rather than specificity. Giving 
viewers/participants space to make meaning of the event in question. Living 
Memorial: Circling Presence adopts partly the same phrase, encouraging shifting sets of 
connotations and dialogues about remembrance through time. Perhaps adopting a 
‘counter-memorial’ classification also: aiming not to console, but to provoke. The 
employment of synchronisation is an active metaphor through which individuals can 
physically connect through a shared experience of remembering. By using water as a 
site for memorialisation, I hope to conjure lingering remnants of a distant past 
connected to the timeless tragedies associated with water. Remembrance rituals 
create communions between the living and the dead. Symbolism can momentarily 
reclaim the lost.  
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